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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of Group I in the reply filed on 7/29/09 is acknowledged. 
However, as a result of Applicant's amendment to claims 1-14 and 17-21, it is noted that 
Group II is now part of Group I. Furthermore, it is noted that claims 24-26 have been 
withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to as being drawn to a nonelected 
invention and that the election is elected without traverse because Applicant presented 
no reasons explaining why the restriction requirement is improper. Therefore, the 
restriction requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 4,6,12,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 4, the phrase "the predetermined threshold value is independent of an 
operating vacuum" is confusing since there are no definitions as to what " the 
predetermined threshold value" and "an operating vacuum" defines and/or implies. 

In claim 6, the phrase "the predetermined threshold value is influenced by the 
biasing element" is confusing because it is unclear as to what the term "influenced" 
defined and/or intends to be encompassed. 
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In claim 12, the phrase "the sensor element is contactless" is confusing because 
it is unclear as to what the term "contactless " defined and/or intends to be 
encompassed. 

In claim 18, the phrase "permits air to flow from a rapid ventilation aperture" 
confusing because it is unclear as to what "rapid ventilation aperture" defined and/or 
intends to be encompassed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Great Britain 
Patent 1481674 (GB'674). 

GB'674 discloses a milking machine unit cylinder comprising: 
a flexible element (5); 

at least one sensor element (18) which detects a substantial weight on the 
flexible element to trigger a start signal for a milking process (as shown in Figure 2, it is 
noted that the movement of cylinder (1) causes some sort of pull/tension/weight on the 
flexible element (5) and that sensor (18) detects the pull/tension/weight on the flexible 
element and triggers the milking process, (see lines 66-90)); and 

a rapid ventilation valve (17) in communication with the sensor element (it is 
noted that there must be some sort of connection/communication between valve (17) 
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and sensor (18) since lines 66-70 indicates that the switch/sensor (18) opens or closes 
the valve (17)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 2-14, and 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Great Britain Patent 1481674 (GB'674). 

With respect to all the specific components as claimed in claims 2-14, and 17-21 . 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the cylinder of GB'674 so as to include all the 
specific components as claimed, in order to provide a more versatile and efficient 
milking unit cylinder and thus improve the overall milking milking operation. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trinh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (1 :30 P.M to 10:00 P.M). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Mansen can be reached on (571) 272-6608. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Trinh T Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3644 

1/3/10 



